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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 03440 

EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PGOV WB GW US UK FR 
SUBJECT: ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY HESS 

REF: BONN 3432 

1 . AS REPORTED REFTEL, EMBOFF HAS BRIEFED FOREIGN 
OFFICE (HENZE AND VON ARNIM) ON THE SUICIDE ATTEMPT 
BY HESS. 

2. FONOFF HAD ALREADY RECEIVED FIRST NEWS OF THE AFFAIR 
BEFORE EMBOFF ARRIVED. HENZE SAID THAT AN 

INQUIRY HAD COME IN FROM THE CHANCELLERY, PRESUMABLY 
FROM THE PRESS SECTION, IN PREPARATION FOR GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESMAN BOELLING'S AFTERNOON PRESS CONFERENCE. 

3. EMBASSY OFFICER GAVE HENZE AND VON ARNIM FACTS OF 
THE SITUATION AS REPORTED IN PARA ONE. USBER 539 AND 
ADDED THAT AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED THE FOUR POWERS HAD NOT 
BEEN IN AGREEMENT IN BERLIN AS TO HOW THE INCIDENT 
SHOULD BE HANDLED IN TERMS OF PRESS AND A VISIT BY 

HESS' SON ALREADY PLANNED FOR THIS MORNING. ALTHOUGH 
HE HAD NOT RECEIVED FINAL WORD FROM BERLIN, EMBASSY 
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OFFICER ASSUMED THAT THE VISIT HAD TAKEN PLACE. 

4. FINALLY, WE INFORMED THE FOREIGN OFFICE THAT THE 
THREE ALLIES PLANNED TO FOLLOW THE PRESS GUIDANCE 
CONTAINED IN PARA TWO, USBER 562. 

5. VON ARNIM ASKED HOW BOELLING SHOULD RESPOND TO 
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THE EXPECTED QUESTIONS, AND SPECIFICALLY, WHETHER HE 
COULD CONFIRM THE SUICIDE ATTEMPT. EMBASSY OFFICER 
REPLIED THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD HE CONFIRM 
IT. BOELLING SHOULD SAY THAT IT WAS A FOUR POWER 
MATTER AND THAT ALL INQUIRIES SHOULD BE REFERRED TO 
THE FOUR POWERS. VON ARNIM SAID BOELLING WOULD TAKE 
THAT LINE BUT COMMENTED PERSONALLY THAT BOTH THE ALLIES 
AND THE FRG WERE CERTAIN TO COME UNDER HEAVY PRESS 
PRESSURE OVER THE INCIDENT. 
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